
Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery – May 24, 2011 

MINUTES OF THE STATED MEETING OF CHEROKEE PRESBYTERY  
Tuesday, May 24, 2011, 10:00 a.m., Cherokee Retreat Center, White, Georgia 

 
 

Celebrating the Younger Church was the emphasis as Cherokee Presbytery met in the Parker Lodge at Cherokee Retreat Center  
for its May 24, 2011 Stated Meeting. 
 

THE FOLLOWING MINISTERS WERE PRESENT: (44)  
Cido Araujo 
Tino Ballesteros (HR) 
Paul Bayerl 
Denise Beltzner 
Rebecca Blackwell 
Fritz Bogar 
Joe Brice 
Byeongho Choi 
Ed Craft 
Jack Foley 
Bill Ford 
Dave Grove 

Keith Gunter 
Sam Henderson 
Maryellen Hittel 
Julie Jensen 
Young Jeon 
Daewang Kim 
Zeta Lamberson 
Ben Laughlin 
Jennifer Lee 
John Martin  
Tim McConnell 
David McDonald (HR) 

George Mitchell 
O. Gregory Moore 
Dick Neelly (HR) 
Cyndi Parr 
Pete Paulsen 
Lucas Pina 
Susan Reggin 
Mickey Shealy 
Ted Smith 
John Spangler 
Ron Stoker 
George Stroup 

John Tarrant (HR) 
Ken Terrell (HR) 
Pete Ullmann 
Bridget Waddell 
Carol Wade 
Debbie Wells 
John Wells 
Tom Wood 
 (HR = Honorably Retired) 
 
39 Active + 5 HR=44 

THE FOLLOWING MINISTERS WERE GRANTED EXCUSED ABSENC ES: (13) 
Sam Bridges 
Tyler Downing 
Tim Dunn 
Don Esa 

Julie Ferguson 
Darrell Guder 
Sid Gunter 
Stephen Hayner 

David Horton 
Ray Jones 
Peter Lim 
Ken Waddell 

Taekhan Yoon

THE FOLLOWING HONORABLY RETIRED MINISTERS WERE ABSE NT AND DID NOT REQUIRE EXCUSES:  (38) 
Herschel Allen, Ewell Black, Jack Bunkley, Bert Carmichael, Pem Cooley, Archie Davis, Maxine Edwards, Tim Erskine, 
Charles Feast,  Eleana Garrett, David Glauner, Catherine Gonzalez, Jenny Hammett, William Hammond, Rodney Hunter, 
Walter Jones, Jin Hoon Kim, Homer Kimmons, Roger Kvam, Ed Langham, Larry Lewis, Stuart Leyden, Jake Marshall, Roger 
Martin, Elizabeth McAliley, Van Nesbit, Jan Rhodes, Tom Rogers,  Frank Sapp, Mary Kay Sapp, Cuyler Smith, Jim Speed, Gil 
Ward, Jack Waskey, Frank Weathersby, Charles Weaver, Thurston Wilson, Donn Wright. 
THE FOLLOWING MINISTERS WERE ABSENT WITHOUT EXCUSE:  (6) Reginaldo Braga, Bryant Harris, Mike 
Jackson, Janet Looby, Dan Nail, Jose Pezini.  
 

ELDER COMMISSIONERS PRESENT – 50; EXCUSED – 2, AND UNEXCUSED – 14 = 66 
Acworth – Willie Kemp (R. G. Brady) 
Beersheba – (Unexcused) 
Bethany – (Unexcused), (Unexcused), (Unexcused) 
Brazilian Christian  – (Unexcused) 
Calhoun – Pam Parker, (Unexcused)  
Calvary – Joan Parsons 
Cartersville – Nannette Enloe, Rhonda Gaffoglio,  

 Mary Gilreath 
Cedartown – Katy Miller 
Chickamauga – Chris Townley 
Christ Fellowship – Michael McGuire 
Cloudland – John Gauldon, (Donald Green)  
Cohutta – Lynn Henderson� 
Covenant – Diane Conner, Lou Taylor 
Dalton – Gene Gilreath, Julie Tharpe, (Unexcused) 
Deer Creek – Linda Snowden  
Eastminster – Jon R. Hayes, Sarah Nielsen, John Speiser 
Euharlee – (Unexcused) 
Faith, Canton – Rell Kitchen 
Faith, North Georgia – (Excused) 
Grace – Margie O’Byrne 
Heritage – Hollene Darby, Ralph Walker, Dan Smith  
John Knox – Marty Lindeman, (Unexcused) 
Kirkwood  – Thomas Crone 
LaFayette – Laura Wilson 
Macland – John Chattin, Ken Keegan 
Marietta First  – Doug Allen, Mary Margaret Doyle, 
Carol McBride, Nate Marini, Mary Ella Nunn, 
      Mary Varella 

Mars Hill  – (Unexcused), (Unexcused) 
Menlo – James Spears  
Morton Memorial  – (Unexcused) 
New Lebanon – Dayton Adams, Jerry Rogers 
Parkway – Stephen Edge, Shannon Holthaus 
Providence – Carol Osborne 
Ray-Thomas – (Unexcused), (Unexcused) 
Rockmart – Janet Moody 
Silver Creek – Charles Walls 
Sixes – Jerry Johnson 
Southminster – Linwood Swain 
Summerville – Sue Spivey 
Trinity  – Debbi Spivey 
Westminster – Mike Jenkins, Richard Merritt  
Woodlawn – Freida St. Germain 
Woodstock – (Excused) 

Bold Italics = first time attending as elder commissioner (6) 
 

Elder Coordinating Team Members with Voting Rights (1):  
Velma Tilley (Presbytery Moderator), Teri Abercrombie 
(Nurturing Disciples Moderator)  
 

Elder Commissioners Present: 50 + 2 Coordinating Team 
Members = 52  
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REGISTERED VISITORS: (44) Mitch Roper (Presbyterian Student Center @ UGA), Sheri Grove (Berry Campus Ministry), 
Dan Boles, Ben Francis, Ryan Stoyer (Kennesaw State Campus Ministry), Michael Porter (Mars Hill DCE), Esther Ballesteros 
(Presbyterian Village) R. G. Brady (Acworth), Donald Green, Terrell Lawless (Cloudland), Stephen Fearing (Dalton First) 
Jerry Snowden (Deer Creek Shores), Carol Watkins (Grace), Robert Wolf (John Knox Intern), Matt McConville (Marietta First 
Youth Director), Carolyn Baldwin, S. Barringer, Ann Burgess,  Helen Hertel, E. J. Johnson, Mark Marden, Shery Marden, 
Marta Pina, Laurie Storck, Olga Taylor (Sixes),Gary Hite (Trinity), Jean Howington, Pam Mammel, Julie Baue, Josh Bayerl, 
Karl Maassen, Ivy Adams, John Nunez, May-Lissa Louis, Lauren Face, Claire Belshaw, Stephen Daffer, Steven Quigley, 
Jeremy Baue (Summer Camp Staff), Betty Cheek, Kelly Howington, Sarita Morris (Presbytery Staff), Paulo Mendes (Minister 
Member of Greater Atlanta Presbytery) and Abraham Luckhoff (Minister Member of Elizabeth Presbytery).   

Total attendance: 44 ministers, 52 elders = 96 with voting rights; + 44 registered visitors = 140 Total 
 

We Gather in God’s Name 
 

During the gathering and fellowship hour from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m., coffee and pastries were served and displays of information 
were set up on Berry, Kennesaw State, and University of Georgia campus ministries. 

 

Declaration of Quorum, Call to Order, Convening Prayer 
 

Following the Gathering Ritual led by camp staff members, Stated Clerk Rev. Rebecca Blackwell declared that a quorum was 
present; Moderator Velma Tilley called the meeting to order and led the opening prayer. 
 

Introduction of Visitors and First-time Elder-Commi ssioners 
 

Visitors included Mitch Roper (Presbyterian Student Center @ UGA), Sheri Grove (Berry Campus Ministry), Dan Boles, Ben 
Francis, Ryan Stoyer (Kennesaw State Campus Ministry), and corresponding members Paulo Fernando Mendes (Minister 
Member of  Presbytery of Greater Atlanta), and Abraham Luckhoff (Minister Member of Elizabeth Presbytery).  Four first-
time elder commissioners stood for introduction.  

 

Seating of Corresponding Members 
 

Corresponding members Paulo Fernando Mendes (Greater Atlanta), and Abraham Luckhoff (Elizabeth), laboring in the bounds 
of Cherokee Presbytery, were present with right to speak.  Rev. Mendes is serving the Brazilian Christian Church and Rev. 
Luckhoff is serving the Faith Church in Canton. 

 

Moderator’s Appointments 
 

Rev. Tom Wood and Elder Teri Abercrombie (Trinity) were appointed to read the minutes of the May 24, 2011, Stated 
Meeting.  Rev. Joe Brice and Elder Betty Cheek (Presbytery Staff) were appointed to the Absentee Committee for the meeting.  
At the February meeting the Moderator appointed Rev. Pete Paulsen as Discernmentarian, Rev. John Spangler as 
Parliamentarian, and Elder Betty Cheek (Presbytery Staff) as Recording Clerk for the duration of the Moderator’s Term.   

 

Welcome from our Hosts 
 

Camp Director Kelly Howington and Program Director Jean Howington brought greetings and camp staff members shared 
what campers will study in the weeks ahead. 
 

Approval of Docket 
 

The Moderator called upon Mission Coordinator and Stated Clerk Rev. Rebecca Blackwell, who moved the docket. 
Action #1 – Presbytery approved the docket as printed: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Docket for the May 24, 2011, Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery  
Cherokee Retreat Center, White, GA 
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9:00 a.m. Registration, Fellowship 
 

We Gather in God’s Name 
 

10:00 a.m. Gathering Ritual 
Call to Order / Declaration of Quorum / Convening Prayer – Moderator, Elder Velma Tilley 
Welcome of first time commissioners and seating of corresponding members 
Moderator appointments 
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Welcome from our Hosts – Elder Kelly Howington 
Approval of Docket 
Opening Music 
Prayer 
Time of Confession 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

Scripture 
Sermon – Rev. Maryellen Hittel  
 

Offering our Gifts to God and One Another 
 

Financial Gifts 
   Other gifts to share: 

·  Commission Camp Staff 
·  Walton Award Presentation 
·  Committee on Representation, Attachment A, Page 13 
·  Spiritual Development Team, Attachment B, Page 14 
·  Campus Ministry, Attachments C and D, Pages 15-19 
·  Mission Coordinator Report 

Doxology 
Prayer 
 

We Respond to God’s Grace with Fellowship, Discernm ent and Action 
 

12:00 to 12:45 p.m. - Lunch 
Reconvene with song 
Sharing our Joys and Concerns 
Prayers of the People 
 

Present and Act on Consent Agenda, Pages 7-8; Attachments E, F, G, H, and I, Pages 20-32 
COM Action Item, Page 8 
 Appointment of Administrative Commission for Sixes 
Coordinating Team, Page 9 
 Loan Request 
 Debate and Vote on Belhar Confession 
Other Business 
Attendance Report 
Announcements 
 

We Follow God Into the World 
           

Motion to adjourn following benediction 
Benediction 
Singing 

(Conclude by 2:00 p.m.) 
 

Note:   Those Clerks of Session that brought 2010 minutes with them for review will meet immediately following the 
presbytery meeting in the retreat center office, which is in the trailer near the lodge.  Observers welcome. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Opening Music, Prayer, Time of Confession 
 

The camp staff led presbytery in singing several camp songs.  Inquirer (Dalton First) and former camp counselor Stephen 
Fearing provided guitar accompaniment.  Prayer and Time of Confession were led by camp staff members. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

Minister Member Rev. Maryellen Hittel led worship with a sermon based on Acts 2:42-47 entitled “Cheerleading.” Worship 
was closed with prayer. 
 

Offering our Gifts to God and One Another: 
 

Financial Gifts 
 

An offering in the amount of $561 was received to support the scholarship fund which allows youth to attend summer camp 
who otherwise could not afford to attend. 
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Commissioning of Summer Camp Staff 
 

Moderator Velma Tilley led the commissioning of the 2011 summer camp staff: 
 

Kelly Howington - Executive Director 
Jean Howington - Program Director 

Margaret Nunez - Camp Nurse 
Pam Mammel - Chef 

Julie Baue - Program Coordinator/Lifeguard 
Josh Bayerl - Waterfront Coordinator/Lifeguard 

Karl Maassen - Archery and Outdoor Skills Coordinator/Lifeguard 
Ivy Adams - Environmental Steward/Counselor 

John Nunez - Counselor 
May-Lissa Louis - Counselor/Lifeguard 

Hannah Smith - Counselor 
Lauren Face - Counselor 

Claire Belshaw - Counselor 
Santiago Rodriguez - Counselor 

Stephen Daffer - Counselor 
PJ Sheffield - Counselor 

Steven Quigley - Counselor 
Jeremy Baue – Maintenance 

 

Awards Presentation 
 

A check for $50,000 was presented to the Grace Presbyterian Church from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Mission Council fund from Sam and Helen R. Walton (Attachment K). The $50,000 Walton Award — given to 
five congregations this year — is an annual award for new church developments that further Presbyterian 
mission in their communities.   Announcement was made that Providence Presbyterian Church received a $3000 
grant from the General Assembly Mission Council to cover expenses for young people and church leaders to 
attend the Montreat sponsored Middle School Conference. 
  

Committee and Team Action Reports 
 

Committee on Representation – John Spangler, Moderator 
Overview: The main function is to advise the governing bodies with respect to their membership and to that of their 
committees, boards, agencies, and other units in implementing the principles of participation and inclusiveness to ensure fair 
and effective representation in the decision making of the church. 
Team Members: John Spangler (Moderator) (2013), Dan Boles (2011), LaVert Jones (2012),  Marty Lindeman (2011), Gail 
Meacham (2011), Charles Nyaga (2012), Jose Pezini (2013), Kate Tutwiler (2013),Vacancy in Class of 2012. 
For Information: 
The Committee on Representation met on Monday, May 2, 2011. 
ACTION:  The COR team submitted to presbytery for consideration an Advice & Counsel Memorandum on 
the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution--Part 2 of 3: Confession of Belhar (Attachment A).   
 

Spiritual Development Team – Pete Paulson, Moderator  
Overview: The purpose of the Spiritual Development Team is to encourage and support presbyters as they live and proclaim 
God’s Kingdom, enabling the presbytery to more effectively listen to God and one another. 
Team Members: Pete Paulsen (Moderator) (2013), Maxine Edwards (2011), Caron Gruben (2013), Marshall Jenkins (2011), 
Susan Reggin (2012), Vacancy in Class of 2012. 
For Information: 
The Spiritual Development Team met on Saturday, March 12, 2011. 
ACTION: The Spiritual Development Team circulated a response form (Attachment B) to gauge reactions to 
and use of the CD they produced and distributed.  Extra CDs were made available for anyone wishing one. 
 

Cherokee Presbytery Commission for Campus Ministry – Susan Monk, Moderator  
Team Members: Joe Brice, Sid Gunter, Cheryl Jenkins, Susan Monk (Moderator), Katheryn Preston, Mickey Shealy, George 
Taylor, Dan Boles, (ex officio), Sheri Grove (ex officio). 
For Information: 
The Cherokee Presbytery Commission for Campus Ministry met on March 31 2011.   
ACTION: Minutes of the March 31, 2011 meeting of the Cherokee Presbytery Commission for Campus 
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Ministry were received as information by presbytery as part of the consent agenda to include in the May 24, 
2011 minutes of Cherokee Presbytery (Attachment C). 
Campus Ministry Commission member Rev. Mickey Shealy reviewed the work of campus ministers in 
Georgia and urged support of presbytery. Displays of information were set up by Berry, Kennesaw State and 
University of Georgia campus ministries. 
 

Tri-Presbytery Commission for Campus Ministry – Susan Monk, Moderator  
Overview:�The mission goal of the Cherokee Presbytery Campus Ministry Commission is promoting, supporting, connecting, 
and expanding Christian ministry in institutions of higher education within the bounds of Cherokee Presbytery, in cooperation 
with the Tri-Presbytery Campus Ministry Commission.  In 2006 the Tri-Presbytery Campus Ministry Commission was 
established by action of Cherokee, Greater Atlanta, and Northeast Georgia Presbyteries to oversee campus ministry efforts 
within the bounds of the three presbyteries.   
For Information: 
The Tri-Presbytery Commission for Campus Ministry met on February 7, 2011.   
ACTION; Minutes of the February 7, 2011 meeting of the Tri-Presbytery Commission for Campus Ministry 
were received as information by presbytery as part of the consent agenda to include in the May 24, 2011 
minutes of Cherokee Presbytery (Attachment D). 

 

Mission Coordinator Report 
 

In her report as Mission Coordinator, Rev. Rebecca Blackwell spoke of her joy in glimpses of the Vision as 
congregations share programs with each other, her concern over the downward changes in the economic picture, 
and her sadness over the possibility of individuals and churches leaving the denomination over changes in the Book 
of Order. 

 

Prayer 
 

Presbytery was dismissed for lunch with prayer at 11:45 a.m. 
 

We Respond to God’s Grace with Fellowship, Discernm ent and Action 
 

Lunch 
 

Camp Staff members served a lunch of hamburgers and hot dogs cooked on the grill, with watermelon for dessert. 
 

Reconvene with song, Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Prayers of the People 
 

The meeting was re-convened at 12:40 p.m. with more camp songs. Rev. Pete Paulsen led the prayer of joys and 
concerns of the people. 

 

Present and Act on Consent Agenda: 
 

The consent agenda was presented with no items being lifted for discussion and vote on the floor. 
 

Stated Clerk’s Report 
 

1. The Stated Clerk prepared and circulated the Minutes of the March 22, 2011, Stated Meeting of Cherokee 
Presbytery at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Rome, Georgia.  The minutes were reviewed for completeness 
and accuracy by the Moderator and a committee appointed by the Moderator consisting of Rev. Jack Foley and 
Elder Mary Gilreath (Cartersville First), were emailed to pastors and clerks of session, and posted on the stated 
clerk’s table at this meeting. Recommend approval.  (This action is part of the consent agenda.) 

2. The Stated Clerk has received the minutes (draft) of the April 7, 2011, meeting of the Tri-Presbytery New 
Church Development Commission. Recommend they be entered into the May 24, 2011, stated meeting 
minutes of Cherokee Presbytery. (This action is part of the consent agenda.) 

3. The Stated Clerk has received the minutes of the February 7, 2011, meeting of the Tri-Presbytery Commission 
for Campus Ministry. Recommend they be entered into the May 24, 2011, stated meeting minutes of 
Cherokee Presbytery. (This action is part of the consent agenda.) 

4. The Stated Clerk has received the minutes of the March 31, 2011, meeting of the Cherokee Presbytery 
Commission for Campus Ministry. Recommend they be entered into the May 24, 2011, stated meeting 
minutes of Cherokee Presbytery. (This action is part of the consent agenda.) 
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5. The Stated Clerk has reviewed the 2010 Session Minutes for Acworth, Covenant, Dalton, and Providence 
Churches. Those 2009 Session Minutes remaining to be reviewed are:  Bethany, Brazilian Christian, Christ 
Fellowship, LaFayette, Marietta First, Ray-Thomas, and Woodstock (7).  Those 2010 Session Minutes 
remaining to be reviewed are: Beersheba, Brazilian Christian, Cartersville, Chickamauga, Christ Fellowship, 
Cloudland, Deer Creek, Euharlee, Faith BR, Faith Canton, Heritage, LaFayette, Marietta, Mars Hill, Menlo, 
Morton Memorial, New Lebanon, Parkway, Ray-Thomas, Rockmart, Southminster, Trinity, Woodlawn, and 
Woodstock. (24).  Recommend receiving as information.  (This action is part of the consent agenda.) 

6. The Stated Clerk has reported to the Office of the General Assembly the Cherokee Presbytery vote results on the 
New Form of Government Amendment at its stated meeting on March 22, 2011.  The motion failed by a vote of 
69 NO, 17 YES and 2 ABSTAIN.  Copies of the Confession of Belhar were distributed to commissioners at the 
March 22, 2011, Stated Meeting and will be debated and voted on at the May 24, 2011, Stated Meeting. 

7. The Stated Clerk attended the Board of Pensions Eastern Regional Benefits Consultation in Philadelphia on May 
4 and 5, 2011, for synod and presbytery executives and moderators of committees on ministry and committees 
on preparation for ministry.  The Board anticipates an increase in medical dues in 2012 as a result of the 
decreasing number of plan participants and the rising costs of health care. 

8. The Stated Clerk received the report of Rev. Ben Laughlin and Elder Ralph Walker (Heritage), Cherokee 
Presbytery commissioners to the 22nd Stated Meeting of the Synod of South Atlantic, at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta, Georgia, March 3-4, 2011. Recommend receiving as information.  (This action is part of the 
consent agenda.) 

9. The Stated Clerk has received minutes of the February 15, 2011, and March 15, 2011, meetings of the Cherokee 
Retreat Center Board of Directors. Recommend they be entered into the May 24, 2011, stated meeting 
minutes of Cherokee Presbytery. (This action is part of the consent agenda.) 

 

Action # 2 – Presbytery approved the Consent Agenda, which included the following recommendations: 
1. That Presbytery approve the Minutes of the Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery on Tuesday, March 22, 

2011, at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Rome, Georgia.  The minutes were reviewed for completeness and 
accuracy by the Moderator and a committee appointed by the Moderator consisting of Rev. Jack Foley and 
Elder Mary Gilreath (Cartersville First), were emailed to pastors and clerks of session, and posted on the 
stated clerk’s table at this meeting. 

2. That the minutes (draft) of the April 7, 2011, meeting of the Tri-Presbytery New Church Development 
Commission be included in the minutes of the May 24, 2011, Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery. 
(Attachment  E). 

3. That the minutes of the February 7, 2011, meeting of the Tri-Presbytery Commission for Campus Ministry be 
included in the minutes of the May 24, 2011, Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery (Attachment D). 

4. That the minutes of the March 31, 2011, meeting of the Cherokee Presbytery Commission for Campus Ministry 
be included in the minutes of the May 24, 2011, stated meeting of Cherokee Presbytery (Attachment C).   

5. That Presbytery receive as information the report of the Stated Clerk regarding review of 2009 and 2010 
Session Minutes. 

6. That Presbytery receive as information the Stated Clerk’s report to the Office of the General Assembly of 
Presbytery’s March 22, 2011 vote on the New Form of Government Amendment. 

7. That presbytery receive as information the report of Rev. Ben Laughlin and Elder Ralph Walker (Heritage) 
Cherokee Presbytery commissioners to the 22nd Stated Meeting of the Synod of South Atlantic, Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia, March 3-4, 2011 (Attachment F). 

8. That Presbytery approve the 2011 Budget as proposed by the Ministry Support Team (Attachment G). 
9. That Presbytery receive as information the April 30, 2011 Financial Statements as submitted by the Ministry 

Support Team (Attachment H). 
10. That the minutes of the February 15, 2011, and March 15, 2011, meetings of the Cherokee Retreat Center 

Board of Directors to be included in the minutes of the May 24, 2011, Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery 
(Attachment I). 

 

Committee on Ministry – Dave Grove, Moderator  
Overview: The Committee on Ministry serves as pastor and counselor to the ministers of the presbytery, facilitates 
relationships between congregations, ministers, and the presbytery, and settles difficulties on behalf of the presbytery when 
possible and expedient.���
Committee Members: Dave Grove (Moderator) (2011), Marx Borges (2011), Gloria Eberhart (2012), Jesse Hunter (2012), 
Todd Johnson (2011), Dick Neelly (2011), Carol Osborne (2012), Robert Smalley (2013) John Speiser (2013), George Stroup 
(2012), Jack Waskey (2013), Debbie Wells (2013).  
For information: 

1. The Committee on Ministry met on May 12, 2011. 
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2. The COM approved (March 11, 2011) dismissal of Rev. Charles Taber to the Presbytery of Huntingdon so 
that he may accept a call as Pastor at Curwensville Presbyterian Church, Curwensville, PA, effective May 
16, 2011. 

3. The COM approved (May 12, 2011) dismissal of Rev. George Mitchell to the Presbytery of Southern 
Kansas so that he may accept a call as Sr. Pastor at St. Luke Presbyterian Church in Newton, KS, effective 
June 15, 2011. 

4. Announcement was made that the session of the Covenant Presbyterian Church had entered into contract 
with Minister Member Rev. Zeta Lamberson to be Interim Pastor effective June 1, 2011. 

Committee on Ministry Moderator Rev. Dave Grove read a letter from the Committee on Ministry 
(Attachment L) and presented the recommendation that presbytery approve the following resolution from 
the Committee on Ministry: 
 Whereas, Cherokee Presbytery is co-signer for over $650,000 in debt at Sixes Presbyterian Church, 
 And whereas Sixes church has had significant membership loss; 
 Therefore, 

The Committee on Ministry moves that in accordance with the provisions of G-9.0501, the 
Presbytery appoint an administrative commission with original jurisdiction and plenary powers to 
do all things necessary on behalf of the Presbytery to review the missional, relational and financial 
health of the Sixes congregation and determine its viability; and to report their findings back to the 
July 23, 2011, Presbytery meeting.  

 

Elder Jerry Johnson, Clerk of Session of Sixes Presbyterian Church read a letter of response to presbytery 
from the session (Attachment M). 
 

Rev. Lucas Pina, Pastor of Sixes Presbyterian Church read a Petition signed by the members of the Sixes 
congregation (Attachment N). 
 

Action #3 – Following a time of debate, by a standing vote of 64 YES and 15 NO, Presbytery approved the 
recommendation of the Committee on Ministry, as amended on the floor, to: appoint an administrative 
commission to do all things necessary on behalf of the Presbytery to review the missional, relational and 
financial health of the Sixes congregation and determine its viability; and to report their findings back to the 
July 23, 2011, Presbytery meeting.  
Action #4 – With unanimous voice vote approval, the following Administrative Commission members were 
appointed: James Osborn (Providence), Rev. O. Gregory Moore, Chuck Frew (Eastminster), Rev. Zeta 
Lamberson, Janice Phillips (Marietta First), Rev. Carrie Scott and Marx Borges (Ray-Thomas). 
 

Presbytery Coordinating Team – Velma Tilley, Moderator 
Overview: The Mission Goal of the Coordinating Team is to encourage, coordinate and maintain the presbytery’s focus on its 
vision and mission while giving other ministry teams, committees and commissions permission to carry out their functions. 
Team Members: Velma Tilley (Presbytery Moderator), Teri Abercrombie (Nurturing Disciples Team Moderator), Tyler 
Downing (Mission Team Moderator), Maryellen Hittel (Ministry Support Team Acting Moderator), Sam Henderson (New 
Church Development Commission Moderator), Zeta Lamberson (Worship Team Moderator), Pete Paulsen (Spiritual 
Development Team Moderator and Discernmentarian), Susan Monk (Campus Ministry Commission Moderator), Ken Terrell 
(Presbytery Moderator Elect), Nate Marini (Cherokee Retreat Center Board Chair), Tom Wood (Celebration & Hospitality 
Team Moderator), Ex officio member Rebecca Blackwell. 
For Information:   

1. The Coordinating Team met on April 14, 2011.  Present were Teri Abercrombie, Velma Tilley, Nate 
Marini, Susan Monk, Pete Paulsen, Don Esa, Sam Henderson, Tom Wood, Ken Terrell and Rebecca 
Blackwell. 

2. Reports were heard from New Church Development, Worship, Nurturing Disciples, Cherokee Retreat 
Center Board, Mission, Ministry Support, Celebration and Hospitality, Spiritual Development, and the 
Mission Coordinator/Stated Clerk. 

3. The Coordinating Team approved Rebecca Blackwell’s request to attend the August 25-26, 2011, 
Fellowship PC(USA) gathering in Minneapolis, MN. 

Action background information:  
Trinity Presbyterian Church of Canton has been in conversation with the Ministry Support Team and 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Investment & Loan Program (PILP) related to their plans for construction 
of a new education wing for congregational use with a multi-purpose unit to increase outreach.  Most of 



Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery, May 24, 2011 8 

the financing has already been obtained by the church.  The total cost will be $460,155 as proposed and 
the only borrowing will be $90,000.  PILP has agreed to the loan of $90,000 over a five-year period with 
an interest rate of 4.5% (monthly payments of $1,677.87) and will require a guarantee from the 
Presbytery. 

 
Action #5 – By unanimous voice vote, Presbytery approved the MOTION: That Presbytery approve this loan 
subject to final approval of the Ministry Support and Coordinating Teams and request that the secretary of 
the corporation sign the following Resolution: 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 
The Presbytery of Cherokee (a “Corporation”) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) having received and 
reviewed the loan application of the Trinity Presbyterian Church of Freehome, Inc., a member in good 
standing of this Presbytery, approved the loan application and guarantees the repayment of principal 
and interest on the loan from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation (“CLP”), in the amount 
of $90,000.00.  The officers of the Presbytery Corporation as listed on the attached Affidavit/Certificate 
of Incumbency marked Exhibit A are authorized to sign a Guaranty Agreement for this loan as agents of 
the Presbytery Corporation. 

 

Debate and Vote on a portion of the proposed Amendments to the Constitution: Confession of Belhar 
 

Action #6 – By common consent, Presbytery approved the same procedure as recommended by the 
Coordinating Team and approved by Presbytery on November 16, 2010, for voting on the Proposed 
Amendments to the Constitution approved by the 219th General Assembly (2010) and recommended to the 
presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes: 

a. When speaking to the Presbytery, be sure to state your name and church. 
b. Debate will be limited to two minutes per person. The Moderator will alternate between “pro” and 

“con” speakers. Debate will cease after one side runs out of speakers even if the other side still has 
more who want to speak.  

c. No one may speak more than once unless and until all who wish to speak have spoken. 
d. A maximum of one hour total docket time will be allowed for debate.  Extending the time of debate 

beyond one hour would require approval of Presbytery by a two-thirds vote. 
e. That the vote on the Confession of Belhar be by standing vote unless changed by the body.  

 

Action #7 – Having received the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution approved by the 219th General 
Assembly (2010) and recommended to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative vote, the Confession 
of Belhar was placed before Cherokee Presbytery for vote.   The motion failed by a standing vote of 34 YES, 
45 NO.  The Cherokee Presbytery vote is to be reported to the Office of the General Assembly by the Stated 
Clerk.  

 

Other Business 
 

Reports of teams, committees, commissions and Retreat Center Board were received as information and entered into the 
minutes of the meeting.  

 

Attendance Report 
 

The Moderator announced the tentative attendance report as determined by the Absentee Committee.  Details are on pages 1 
and 2. 
 

Announcements 
 

Announcement was made that John Knox Presbyterian Church is hosting a Pastors’ Summer Reading Group on Wednesdays, 
Beginning June 15, 10:30 – noon, on “Drawn to Freedom” by Eberhard Busch – Christian Faith Today in Conversation with 
the Heidelberg Catechism. All who are interested are invited to attend. If you are coming, or for more information, contact 
Fritz Bogar, 404-833-5250 or pastor@johnknoxpcmarietta.org.  

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Committee, Commission, Team, and Board Reports for Information 
 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry – Fritz Bogar, Moderator 
Overview: The work of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry is to represent the Presbytery in partnership with local 
Sessions, overseeing the constitutional process of preparation of individuals for the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament. 
The Committee is responsible for engaging with individuals in a process of mutual discernment of God’s particular call and in 
practical preparation for the demands of the office. 
Committee Members: Fritz Bogar (Moderator) (2011), Walt Beamer (2013), Becky Cameron (2011), Julie Ferguson (2011), 
Helen James (2012), Julie Jensen (2013),  Roger Kvam (2013),  Tim McConnell (2012), O. Gregory Moore (2013), Carol Scott 
(2011), Chris Townley (2012), Bridget Waddell (2012).  
For Information: 

CHEROKEE PRESBYTERY INQUIRERS and CANDIDATES 
 

Clyde Bearrs   Candidate from Ray-Thomas – certified ready to receive a call (5/19/09) 
Silvio Estevez   Inquirer from Ray-Thomas (7/21/09) 
Stephen Fearing   Inquirer from Dalton (2/15/11) 
Bermsoo Kris Kim   Candidate from Bethany (3/16/10) 
Elizabeth Luangphakdy  Candidate from Brazilian Christian Church (11/16/10) 
Charles Nyaga   Candidate from Southminster (5/24/05) 
Samuel Pack   Inquirer from Bethany (11/9/10) 
Ana Sara Pinto   Inquirer from Brazilian Christian Church (8/18/09) 
Raphael Pinto   Inquirer from Brazilian Christian Church (8/18/09) 
Carolyn Smith   Candidate from Dalton – certified ready to receive a call (2002) 
Joseph Song   Inquirer from Bethany (12/15/09) 
Camille Townsend   Inquirer from Macland (8/21/07) 
William Yoo   Candidate from Bethany – certified ready to receive a call (1/20/09) 

 

Nominating Committee – George Mitchell, Moderator 
Overview: The Nominating Committee nominates persons to fill all vacancies on continuing committees (except the nominating 
committee), councils, boards, and other bodies that require election by the presbytery or synod. 
Team Members: George Mitchell (Moderator) (2012), Charles Allen (2013), Tim Erskine (2013), Jane McDonald (2011), Van 
Nesbit (2011), Susan Reggin (2012), Ted Smith (2013), Jean Strain (2012), (one vacancy in class of 2011). 
 

Commission Reports 
 

G-9.0502:  A commission is empowered to consider and conclude matters referred to it by a governing body.  The appointing body shall state 
specifically the scope of power given to a commission.  A commission shall keep a full record of its proceedings, which shall be submitted to 
its governing body to be incorporated in its minutes and to be regarded as the actions of the governing body itself. 
 

Tri-Presbytery New Church Development Commission – Sara Hayden, Executive Director; Joanna Adams, 
Moderator 
For Information: 
The Tri-Presbytery New Church Development Commission met on April 7, 2011.   
Minutes of the April 7, 2011 meeting of the Tri-Presbytery New Church Development Commission were 
approved by presbytery as part of the consent agenda and included in the May 24, 2011 minutes of Cherokee 
Presbytery (Attachments E). 
 

Cherokee Presbytery New Church Development Commission – Sam Henderson, Moderator 
Overview: The purposes of the New Church Development Commission are to study and choose the best locations for New 
Church Developments (NCDs), call organizing pastors, seek and allocate funding, and initiate New Church Developments in 
the Cherokee, Greater Atlanta, and Northeast Georgia tri-Presbytery area.   
Team Members: Sam Henderson (Cherokee Moderator) (2011), Tom Barrentine (2013), Peter Lim (2012), Chuck Holmes 
(2011), Ted Smith (2012), (Vacancy in Class 2013), George Gitahi (Co-opt). 
 

Permanent Judicial Commission  
Overview: The functions of the Permanent Judicial Commission are to consider and decide a case of process for the governing 
body according to the Rules of Discipline. In the cases transmitted to it, the permanent judicial commission shall have only the 
powers prescribed by and conduct its proceedings according to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
Team Members: Harris Hines (2016), Zeta Lamberson (2016), Robert Smalley (2016), Peter Olson (2012), James Osborn 
(2012), Debbie Wells (2012), Jack Foley (2012), Teri Abercrombie (2014), Maryellen Hittel (2014), Coy Temples (2014)  
[Roster of those members whose terms have expired within the past six years for purposes of record (D-5.0206b): Thurston 
Wilson (2010), Todd Johnson (2008), Chuck Frew(2006), Robert Walther(2006), Jack Waskey (2006), Catherine Gonzalez 
(2004), Warren Herron (2004).] 
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Presbytery Coordinating Team, continued 
 

Worship Team – Zeta Lamberson, Moderator 
Overview: The Worship Team has the responsibility to focus the presbytery on being a Christ-centered worshipping community 
of faith. 
Team Members: Zeta Lamberson (Moderator) (2012), Julie Ferguson (2013), Keith Gunter (2011), Tom Holder (2013), 
Domitila Bicudo (Co-opt), Vacancy in Class of 2011, Vacancy in Class of 2012. 
For Information:   
The Worship Team met on Monday, April 25, 2011 to plan worship for the stated meeting of Cherokee Presbytery 
on May 24, 2011. A presentation on communion was heard from Rev. Stuart Leyden.  In addition the decision was 
made to have an emphasis on New Church Development at the July meeting. 
 

Mission Team – Tyler Downing, Moderator 
Overview: The purpose of the Mission Team is to facilitate the presbytery in its responsibilities to encourage, coordinate, and 
resource mission common to the presbytery.  
How you can help:  If you have a mission project idea or if you are going on a mission trip, and you would like your sister 
churches to know about it, please contact the Mission Team. The presbytery office can forward your idea to the current chair. 
Team Members: Tyler Downing (Moderator) (2011), Paul Bayerl (2012) Stuart Leyden (2013), Roberta Sarchet (2012), Laura 
Wilson (2011), Vacancy in Class of 2013. Ex officio members: Karen Jones (PATH), Barbara Elliott (Presbyterian Women). 
For Information: 
The Mission Team met on Monday, April 11, 2011.  

 

Celebration and Hospitality Team – Tom Wood, Moderator. 
Overview: The purpose of the Celebration and Hospitality Team is to celebrate disciples whose words and actions demonstrate 
the proclamation of God’s Kingdom in the world. 
Team Members: Tom Wood (Moderator) (2013), Tim Erskine (2013), Larry Lewis (2012), Ann Stubbs Maddux (2011), Carol 
Wade (2011), Vacancy in Class of 2012.  
For Information: 
The Celebration and Hospitality Team met on Tuesday, April 26, 2011.  The Team is supporting the Clergy Retreat 
scheduled for May 22-24, 2011, at Cherokee Retreat Center.  
 

Nurturing Disciples Team – Teri Abercrombie, Moderator.  
Overview: The purpose of the Nurturing Disciples Team is to support ambassadors by God to change the world in which we 
live.  
Team Members: Teri Abercrombie (Moderator) (2012), Pem Cooley (2013), Laurie Kersey (2011), Lucas Pina (2012), Mickey 
Shealy (2011), Sue Spivey (2013). 
 

Ministry Support Team – Maryellen Hittel, Acting Moderator  
Overview: The Mission Goal of the Ministry Support Team is to provide the infrastructure for the presbytery’s mission and 
ministry so that the members and staff will support, respect, and be accountable to one another.  This includes Personnel, 
Budget and Finance, and Communications. 
Team Members: Dayton Adams (2013), Jack Foley (2013), Judy Greeson (2011), Lisa Marie Haygood (2012), Maryellen 
Hittel (2011, (Acting Moderator), Vacancy in Class of 2012, Ex-Officio Member: Greg Moore. 

 

MST Report for May 24, 2011 Presbytery Meeting 
 

1. MST recommends the approval of the proposed 2011 budget (attached).  It shows a projected deficit of 
$14,424.  However, we now have unified pledges of $345,842 which is $9361 less than what we projected in 
March when this budget was put together. So, the deficit could be around $25,000.  Nonetheless, the presbytery 
had a surplus last year which should cover this deficit. 

2. MST has been working with two of our churches which are having substantial financial challenges in paying 
their mortgage.  We are still learning about some major loans that our presbytery’s congregations have. 
Currently, the balance of these loans stands at $14,411,934. There are still several churches that have not shared 
their information with us. 

3. MST has two task forces dealing with specific areas: 
a. A communications task force is exploring websites for our churches who do not currently have one, 

improvements to the presbytery’s current website, IT support for those churches that need it, a data 
management system for managing records, and online registration and payments for presbytery/church 
events. 
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b. A media campaign task force has four “pilot” churches working with Gregg Hartung of Presbyterian 
Media Ministries in Pittsburgh. It is expected to take about 12-18 months on the pilot program to create 
an awareness campaign about our churches and ministries 

Presbytery approved the 2011 Proposed Budget, Attachment G in the Handbook, as part of the consent 
agenda. 
Presbytery received the April 30, 2011 Financial Statements, Attachment H in the Handbook, as information 
as part of the consent agenda. 
 

Retreat Center Board of Directors – Nate Marini, Chair  
Overview: The Mission Goal of the Cherokee Retreat Center is to provide a space apart for focusing on Christian education, 
spiritual development, fellowship, and retreat from the material world. 
Board Members: Nate Marini (Chair) (2011), Corrin Baines (2012), Frank Byrd (2013), Brian Enlow (2013), Mary Gilreath 
(2013), Jon Hayes (2012), Heather Perrin (2011), Mark Thompson (2011), John Wells (2012), John Zavitz (2013),  Vacancy in 
Class of 2011, Vacancy in Class of 2012, Kelly Howington – Executive Director of Cherokee Retreat Center, Ex Officio. 
For Information: 
The Cherokee Retreat Center Board of Directors met on February 15, 2011, and April 15, 2011.  
Minutes of the February 15, 2011, and April 15, 2011 meetings of the Cherokee Retreat Center Board of 
Directors were approved by presbytery as part of the consent agenda and included in the May 24, 2011 
minutes of Cherokee Presbytery (Attachments I, J). 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We Follow God Into the World 
 

Motion to adjourn 
 

Action # 13 – The motion to adjourn carried.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 1:45 p.m. by Moderator Velma 
Tilley. 

Benediction, Closing Hymn 
 

Presbytery received the Benediction led by Rev. Maryellen Hittel and sang a final camp song. The next Stated Meeting of 
Cherokee Presbytery will be Saturday, July 23, 2011, 10:00 a.m. at Providence Presbyterian Church, Dallas, GA. 

 
Clerks of Session gather for review of 2010 minutes 

 

Following the meeting, clerks of session met for review of 2010 session minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 _______________________________________                        __________________________________________ 
Velma C. Tilley, Moderator    Rebecca M. Blackwell, Stated Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Presbytery Meetings:  
Saturday, July 23, 2011, 10:00 a.m. – Providence Presbyterian Church, Dallas, GA 
Tuesday, September 27, 2011, 5:30 p.m. – Bethany Presbyterian Church, Marietta, GA 
Tuesday, November 15, 2011, 10:00 a.m. – Eastminster Presbyterian Church, Marietta, GA 
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Attachment A 
May 10, 2011 

ADVICE AND COUNSEL MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Cherokee Presbytery 

FROM: The Presbytery's Committee On Representation (COR) 

ABOUT: Advice and counsel on the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution--Part 2 of 3: 
  Confession of Belhar 
 

The clear and strong advice and counsel of Cherokee Presbytery's Committee On Representation is 
that the presbytery vote "YES" to include the Confession of Belhar in the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.)'s Book of Confessions!  Our prayerful and careful recommendation involves at least these 
basic reasons: 
 

1. Including the Confession of Belhar in our confessional documents, and in the worship life of the 
 PC(U.S.A.), will provide a strong prophetic witness to the whole church and world.  It will con-
nect us in tangible ways to the global Reformed movement, and strengthen the witness of Christ's church 
in the U.S. and everywhere that racism divides peoples in church and society. 
 

2. The Confession of Belhar speaks to the persistent realities of racism it the world today.  It does so 
 in its call for unity and reconciliation as marks of faithfulness in the church, and in its challenge to 
demonstrate the unity of God's people in the prophetic witness of the gospel by confronting the sin of rac-
ism, and working for justice in the church and in society. 
 

3. Despite decades of prophetic witness in policy and proclamation for racial justice and reconcilia-
 tion, the membership of the PC(U.S.A.) remains overwhelmingly white and middle class.  As the 
U.S. culture in which we are called to minister becomes increasingly diverse, the church today must learn 
to confront and surmount the barriers to change within itself. 
 

4. The Confession of Belhar speaks to the global realities of racism.  It calls the church to a deeper 
 appreciation of the values of unity in diversity in relation to the divisions of race and culture and 
many other facets of the human condition.  At the core of almost every violent or militarized conflict in 
the world today are divisions of race, ethnicity, and religion. 
 

5. Including the Confession of Belhar in the PC(U.S.A.) Book of Confessions will also make an im-
 portant witness to the unity of the global ecumenical church, since it makes a significant contribu-
tion to our understanding of the unity of the church, honoring God's gift, and Jesus' affirmation, of diver-
sity in the human family.  The Confession of Belhar thus speaks to a hunger in the church for deep bibli-
cal and theological reflection on matters that directly and profoundly affect our daily lives. 
 

6. As the PC(U.S.A.) seeks to become a multiracial, multicultural community of faith, the Confes- 
 sion of Belhar adds an important voice to the expressions of our faith contained in our Book of 
Confessions, one that does not come through the historical experience of European and North American 
church life.  With the center of Christianity now being in the global South, and as Christians from the 
global South migrate to the U.S. and seek community in our midst (including our own Brazilian, East African, 
Ghanaian, Kenyan, Korean, and other immigrant groups of sisters and brothers in Cherokee Presbytery), adding the 
Confession of Belhar to our confessional documents will reflect a new awareness of the global nature of 
our faith, of our unity with the global church, and of our oneness with all the peoples of God's world. 
 

So, again, the clear and strong advice and counsel of Cherokee Presbytery's Committee on Repre- 
sentation is that the presbytery vote "YES" to include the Confession of Belhar in the PC(U.S.A.)'s 
Book of Confessions! 
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Attachment B 

��������	�
���	
�����������������
�������

�

�����������	��
�����
��	��������������������������

 ���
������

���������	��
�����
�
���
�����	��
��������������	�� �����������	�����
��������	��
���������������������
�������
������������������������������������������� ���������� �������������
�������	������������������ ����

���������!�������"���
#������������
���
������	��� ����"����$��
����
%�

&�
��	����������������	��������������
����������'��  ��
���	�"'���

�

(�"����������
�	���������
����	����'���

(���������������������
	�������"��	���	��
'���

&�����������������������	����������������'���

&	���
��!���)
*'��+�����'���������
�'�����
�������� �������'��,��-
�������'��.�	��' ��

�

&�����������#���������
����������	���
�����������
� ������
'���

&���������������������������)�����/��01�22*�������
 ��������������'�

&�����������#���������������	�������'�

�

 ������	������	����������
����
����
����
��������	� �����������������	���"��
�"�����	���������
�������� �
��������
���������!������������
���������	�
������� ���
���	�����#�����	�
����������������������	������ �
��

&��"�����
#���������������������$��
��������������� ������34 �	 ������������

 ������
	������	�����"��	�
���������
������
������� ���	��������
����
���������	�
�$��
���������������� ���
�	������
���
�����"��	�����
�����������������������

�

�	��#���������
	������������/���������"��	��
��
�
�����	���"���������������������������	��
���

 
 
 
 



Stated Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery, May 24, 2011 14

Attachment C 
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Attachment D 
Tri-Presbytery for Commission for Campus Ministry 

Minutes for February 7, 2011 
DRAFT: For approval at next Commission meeting 

 
 
A called meeting of PCM of Georgia was held on February 7, 2011 at Berry College.    
 
Call to meeting 
The moderator declared a quorum, and the meeting was opened with prayer by Susan Monk. 
 
Present:  Susan Monk (CP), Nancy Heyl (NEGa), Jim Heyl (NEGa), Andy Cooke (CM UGA), Shannon Ball (GAP),  Neale 
Hightower (GT Board), Sheri Grove (CM Berry), Jill Tolbert (CM Emory), Katherine Higgins (GAP), John Washburn (GAP),  
Ann Clay Adams (GAP) 
 
Excused:   Pat Daugherty (resigned), George Taylor, Mickey Shealy, Robert Hay, Dan Boles, Kathryn Preston, Lance Crimm, 
Ken Meeks, Nancy Peterson, George Lawson, Trace Heythorn (resigned),  
 
Unexcused:  Joe Brice, George Lawson  
 
The minutes from the previous meeting were presented and approved.     
 
The agenda was presented and approved.   
 
Sheri Grove gave a welcome from Berry and an overview of the campus.   
 
Campus Updates 

·  Sheri Grove reported that her small group continues to do well.  This semester has brought more visits to area 
congregations which has encouraged some first-year involvement. Four of the Berry students are involved at 
Westminster with their youth ministry.  The group had a wonderful time at the Montreat College Conference despite 
being evicted on the first night due to a gas leak.  Student involvement has picked up and Sheri continues to be excited 
about what God is doing on Berry’s campus through the Fellowship.     

·  Neal reported good attendance at WF meetings.  A group will be going to Nicaragua in the spring, and will also be 
working with a Habitat Build.  The group is involved with the Peachtree and Pine shelter as well.  There is excitement 
around a men’s retreat that is planned for this weekend.  

·  Andy Cooke reported that the semester is going well.  He served on the planning team for the Montreat College 
Conference, and that was a good experience.  They had a great time at the conference, and it continues to be a positive 
experience for those who attend—over 30 this year—and a great way to kick off the semester.  There has been a great 
response to requests for financial support which is encouraging.  $98,000 raised with $60,000 going toward a capital 
campaign.  The property improvements have gone very well and give the facilities a more welcoming presence.  This 
has resulted in more traffic, which has been a wonderful benefit.  The work of the intern Mitch Roper has been an 
extremely welcomed presence.  His primary work has focused on prayer, and they are in the process of creating a 
prayer labyrinth on the property.   

·  Dan Boles reported that things are going very well at KSU. The Fall Semester and beginning of Spring Semester have 
been met with many hopeful signs of growth and increasing student leadership. We capped the Christmas Break off by 
taking 12 (including me and one other adult) to the College Conference at Montreat. Much of our hope and growth has 
been fueled by a renewed sense of purpose, under-girded by what we believe to be theological clarity in what/who 
God has called us to do/be at KSU, and a growing sense of partnership with several local churches. This renewed 
sense of purpose and theological clarity includes a new name, a new identity, something our students assisted in 
discerning and selecting, something they feel is descriptive of how they see their spiritual nurture, fellowship, and 
growth - a lifelong journey. So as of January 1, 2011, CELTIC CROSS is now THE JOURNEY UNIVERSITY 
MINISTRIES at KSU.   Our Spring 2011 Schedule currently includes 2 weekly Lunch Meetings, a weekly Thursday 
Night Large-Group gathering (which rotates between Worship, Poker Night, Theology on Tap, and an outreach 
event), One-2-One discipleship sessions, and a Mission Trip.  The vision and mission statement are as follows:   

OUR VISION:  A prayerfully driven movement of Biblical discipleship that reaches the campus, builds the 
church, and changes the world. A movement of disciples who are on a journey to discover and live out their 
unique God-given calling. A movement of disciples who live like Jesus, love like Jesus, and make disciples 
like Jesus. A movement that produces a lifelong priesthood of Christ followers and church leaders. 
OUR MISSION:  We at the Journey University Ministries are committed to raising up a lifelong priesthood 
of Christ followers through intentional discipleship, progressive worship, and a heart for serving others. 
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These Vision/Mission statements will guide us into the future, and assist us as we continue to focus on building this 
ministry and establishing an objective ministry plan for the future.  
I invite you to prayerfully, financially, and personally support our vision. We hope to raise $70,000 to fund our vision 
and ministry in 2011. As Georgia's 3rd largest University with nearly 24,000 enrolled students (Fall 2010), your 
support fuels our ability to bring transformational ministry to this growing mission field. 

·  Jill Tolbert of PCM @ Emory reported that student activity at PCM @ Emory continues at a high level.  We have a 
consistent group of ten to twelve students each week for dinner and Bible study, and six to eight for worship each 
Sunday.  We had a wonderful time with five students at the Montreat College Conference, and are looking forward to 
a study of Paul’s letters for our Bible study this semester.  We have visited quite a few churches in the Atlanta area, 
including Emory, Morningside, Trinity, Decatur, North Decatur, Oglethorpe, Oakhurst, and Druid Hills. We also 
occasionally worship at University Worship in Emory’s Cannon Chapel.  We are working hard on rejuvenating our 
board, and have begun 2011 with elected student leaders, which is new for us as well.  We have offices of co-
presidents, secretary, and a leader each for interfaith and ecumenical opportunities.   

Georgia State University Update  

David Powers put forth a valiant effort at discerning the viability of a future of a PCM on the campus of Georgia State, and has 
advised that while the campus is ripe for growth, the time for a stand-alone PCUSA presence on campus is not now.  The funds 
given toward this investigation were not entirely used, and the balance (around $600) will be returned to the commission within 
the next few weeks.   

North Georgia College Update 

Andy Cooke gave an overview of the possibility of a presence at North Georgia College, and a report on a few things that are 
happening in the Dahlonega area.   

Order of the Elder potential 

John Washburn suggested that we consider ways to encourage conversation and communication between college-aged leaders 
across campuses.  A lively conversation was held about the possibilities surrounding this idea.  What is the purpose?  What is 
the goal?  It needs more than just ambiguous presence.  John will convene a group of potential leaders and seek input for the 
retreat, which we hope will then be the catalyst for ongoing conversations.  Campus ministers are asked to suggest names of 
students who might be willing to volunteer for this cross-ministry leadership team.  John and Andy will work together to 
further develop this idea.   

Presbytery updates   

·  Ann Clay reported that the Greater Atlanta Presbytery will contribute $85,000 to the commission this year.  She also 
reported notes of thanks from Alice and Forrest for the gratitude we showed  

·  Cherokee Presbytery’s contribution is as yet unknown, but will be forthcoming.  .   
 
Grant Review and Allocations 
Susan reminded us that our annual reports and grant requests are due, and asked for volunteers to serve on the Grant Review 
and Allocation team.  The team will be chaired an convened by Shannon Ball, and will also include Joe Brice (tentative) and 
Katherine Higgins.  Susan Monk will advise.   
 
Financial Report 
Susan reported that GAP’s 2010 financial commitment has been met.  NEGa’s 2011 contribution will be $1200 to the 
commission’s statewide development fund.  Another lively discussion was held about the possible contributions to the 
statewide development fund for the upcoming year.   

�  A motion was made by Ann Clay Adams and seconded by Nancy Heyl that we contribute $1200 from each 
presbytery’s contribution ($3600 total) to the statewide development fund for the 2011-12 fiscal year.  The 
motion passed.     

At the May meeting, we will consider ways to use the statewide development fund in a more proactive way so as to expand 
campus ministry throughout the state.   
Statewide Retreat 
Jill Tolbert & Drew Stockstill will coordinate the initial planning for the spring 2011 PCM of Georgia statewide retreat.   
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Calendar for the year 
A discussion was held regarding the 2011 meeting schedule.  These will be held as follows: 

 May 2nd at UGA 
 August 1st – virtual if necessary 
 November 7th at KSU 

 
A motion was made and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion passed. 
 
The meeting was closed with prayer by Jill Tolbert.   
 
There will be a regular meeting of PCM of Georgia hosted by UGA on Monday, May 2nd from 10:30 – 2:00.     
 
Respectfully (and finally � ) submitted, 
 
 
 
Jill P. Tolbert, secretary 
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Attachment E 
Tri-Presbytery New Church Development Commission 

Minutes - DRAFT 
April 7, 2011 

to be approved August 10, 2011 
In attendance: 
Cherokee    PGA     Northeast Georgia 
Rebecca Blackwell   Joanna Adams   Sheila Palmer 
Ted Smith    Tom Barrow    Rindy Trouteaud 
     Johnson Kinyua   Blaine Walker 
     Staff    April Love-Fordham 
Sara Hayden    Rick Walters 
Betsy Turner 
 

Gathering: Opening Reflection and Hospitality 
 

o Joanna called the meeting to order. 
o Blaine Walker welcomed the Commission to Cornelia, and gave a brief history the church 

and its ministry to Southeast Asians. 
o Devotional – Sara Hayden shared several scriptures and led an opening prayer. 
o Joanna declared a quorum. 
 

Equipping: Our Resources and Teams, and Responding to God’s Call 
General NCDC Reports 
1.  Joanna read a letter from Katie Givens-Kime communicating her resignation, effective 

March 24, 2011. No action was required. 
2.  The minutes of the January 26, 2011 meeting were approved unanimously. 
3.  Joanna gave a glowing recap of the 2011 Annual Celebration. Sara shared the brochure 

from, and spoke of the meaning and significance of the event. She also offered thanks for 
George Gitahi, Joanna Adams, Presbyterian Church of Ghana, and all the others who 
contributed, led, and attended the celebration. The 2012 Annual Celebration will be March 
3, 2011. Joanna added thanks to Trinity for their hospitality. 

4.  Sara presented the organizational structure of the Commission (handout), including a 
description of the work of the Oversight Advisory Team, Funding/Development Task Force, 
Procedures/Training Task Force, Strategic Planning Task Force, and Southwest Atlanta Task 
Force. 

5.  Sara presented the NCDC Mission Statement, and distributed copies of it. Joanna 
highlighted the responsibilities of Commissioners to support the commission financially, as 
outlined in II.B.3.b of the document. 

 

Task Force Reports and Business 
1. Procedures and Training Task Force report – Sheila described the process of writing and 

clarifying the procedures of the NCDC. The following 5 documents were presented and 
were adopted unanimously: 
·  “OAT Mission and Ministry” describes the work of the OAT (meets with each church 
      once per year, serve as liaisons to congregations, present recommendations about 
      welcoming new congregations as fellowships or “promoting” congregations to NCD 
      status) 
·  “Annual Ministry Report” is the form that each congregation fills out annually prior to 
      their annual advisory meeting with members of the OAT and their liaison. 
·  “New Church Covenant” is the covenant between each new church (fellowship, Pre- 
      NCD, or NCD) and the NCDC. 
·  “Procedure to Become an NCD” states the requirements for a new church to become and 
      remain an NCD. 
·  “Procedure to Become a Fellowship” states the requirements for a new church to become 
      and remain a Fellowship. 
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The following documents may be needed and created in the future: 
·  Procedure to Charter 
·  Glossary of Terms 
Johnson Kinyua spoke to the need to get to know leaders and evaluate their credentials 
relative to the task of leading a new church. Sara and Johnson agreed to support the 
convening of African new church pastors for relationship-building and camaraderie. Rick 
Wolters, Rebecca Blackwell, and April Love-Fordham all spoke to the need for consistent 
leadership, distinctly Presbyterian polity/structure/understanding, clarity about financial 
commitments and requirements, and open conversation and research about practices in the 
new churches. 
 

2.  Oversight Advisory Team Report – April, chair of the OAT, gave the report. The team is 
meeting monthly by conference calls, reviewing the congregations under NCDC care, and is 
setting a schedule for meeting with each new church. 
·  Neighbors Abbey update – April gave an update on this new church, outlining concerns 

that the group is not growing and have expressed uncertainty about being Presbyterian. 
The congregation will meet with the OAT again in May, and that the new OAT 
documents should help clarify the situation.    

·  Per Rebecca’s Blackwell’s request, April and Sara gave a report about the status of the 
Presbyterian Church of Ghana in Mableton. Sam Henderson was appointed to Moderate 
the Steering Team of the NCD in the absence of designated pastor, and the PNC, which 
includes members of the PCG and the NCDC, has now started meeting again and seeking 
to call a pastor.  
     

3.  Funding and Development Task Force Report – Rick reported on the work of this task force. 
They have reviewed the budget, and anticipate that income from the property sales of 
dissolved congregations in PGA will mitigate the current budget deficit by supporting 
congregations in the Greater Atlanta area. 

4.  The task force has proposed to the PGA Council a “20/40/40 request” for PGA property, 
wherein net proceeds from sales of closed church property will be split as follows: 40% to 
the NCDC for the support of new churches within PGA, 40% to revitalization of constituted 
churches, and 20% to an NCDC endowment within PGA. 

5.  Strategic Planning Task Force – Sara reported on the task force’s work in reviewing new 
church opportunities “on the horizon” and discerning the most promising proposals. She 
outlined the guidelines that were used in evaluating and discerning priorities for ministry. 
Based on the criteria, they have identified several possibilities that they will be discerning 
and investigating, including pursuing exploration in southwest Atlanta (already in process by 
Southwest Atlanta Task Force). 
 

6.  SW Atlanta Task Force – Sara reported on the progress of the Task Force. They see potential 
in the Camp Creek Parkway area, and have made a plan of how to proceed with investigating 
partnerships, leaders, and financial backing. 
 

Financial Report and Business 
1.  Quarterly Financial Report – Sara presented the Quarterly Profit & Loss Summary, and 

reported that we are on track with the approved budget. She reported that we now have 
director and officer liability insurance, and now have ACS database system in place for 
management of contributions and contacts. She also presented the Statement of Financial 
Position. Sara reported that she is currently seeking a volunteer treasurer. 
·  On behalf of the Funding/Development Task Force, Rick Wolters brought a motion “that 

the NCDC make up to $10,000 available from the NCDC Wachovia (Wells Fargo) 
Checking Account for grants to new churches at all levels during 2011.” The motion 
carried.  
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·  Sara brought a report and recommendation about Hanbit and Providence, whose 
mortgages the Commission is still paying. Sara Hayden, Ted Smith, and Rebecca 
Blackwell will collaborate on following up on these churches. 

 
Going Forth to Love and Serve God and Neighbor: Upcoming events 
1.  Upcoming Quarterly Meetings 

·  Wednesday, August 10th, 2011, 10:00am-2:00pm [Cherokee Presbytery - John Knox 
Presbyterian in Marietta]  

·  Monday, November 7th, 2011, 10:00am-2:00pm in Presbytery of Greater Atlanta (Good 
Shepherd Presbyterian in Lilburn) 

·  Tuesday, January 10th, 2012, 10:00am-2:00pm in Northeast Georgia Presbytery (First 
Presbyterian Church Gainesville)   

·  Thursday, April 12th, 2012, 10:00am-2:00pm 
·  Tuesday, August 7th, 2012, 10:00am-2:00pm 
·   

2.  Upcoming Mission Opportunities 
·  Liaison Training for all OAT members and others who plan to serve as a liaison to our 

new churches:  
·  * Wednesday, June 8th, 2011, 6:30-9:00pm (possibly at Shallowford) 
·  * Saturday, June 11th 9:30-12:00pm (possibly at Trinity Presbyterian in Atlanta) 
·  Fellowship Retreats (all OAT members and liaisons should attend): 
·  Saturday, September 17th, 9:00am-4:00pm, 2011 and another in early in 2012. 
·  Annual Celebration: March 3, 2012 from 5:30 – 8:30 pm 

 
3.  Charge and Blessing – Joanna closed the meeting in prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 

2:05pm. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Betsy Turner 
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���        Attachment F 
Report from the 22nd Stated Meeting of Synod of South Atlantic 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia 
 March 3 – 4, 2011 

 
The 22nd Stated Meeting of the Synod of  South Atlantic was called to order and opened with prayer by the Moderator, 
Elder Gerden Clark, at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 3, 2011, in the old Fellowship Hall at Trinity Presbyterian Church in 
Atlanta, Georgia.   Opening worship was led by Elder Tom Adams, Chair of Trinity Church’s Denominational Activities 
Committee.  Mr. Adams gave a brief history of Trinity Church which began in 1947 as a new church development and 
now has 2100 active members. 
 
Dr. Frank Colclough, Moderator of Committee on Nominations, reported that the committee is looking at vacancies in 
commissioner positions as well vacancies to be filled on synod committees.  He asked for recommendations and stated that 
the committee hopes to fill these positions soon.  
 
On behalf of the Executive Committee, Elder Gerden Clark reported that the Refocusing Project funded by the Heiserman 
Grant, to provide for the training, fellowship, and growth of pastors from smaller membership churches, has trained three 
pastors:  Dr. Herb Codington, the Rev. Alex Stephens, and the Rev. Ray Jones.  They will provide training for other 
pastors of small churches, beginning at the Association of Smaller Congregations meeting in May, 2011 
. 
Mrs. Camille Gaffron, Director of Villa International Atlanta, provided a report on the history and ministry of Villa, an 
ecumenical ministry of hospitality that had its beginnings with the 1970 Birthday Offering of the Women of the Church 
(now Presbyterian Women).  They offer lodging and a “home away from home” for doctors and researchers working at the 
CDC and the Rollins School of Public Health in Atlanta. 
 
In his report, the Rev. Reg Parsons, Synod Executive, announced that Dr. Gerry Tyer has retired as Executive of Tampa 
Bay Presbytery; and the Rev. Terry Dyer, Executive of Florida Presbytery, has had to take a medical disability leave.  Rev. 
Parsons reported  that  Executive searches are under way in New Harmony, Tampa Bay, and Tropical Florida Presbyteries 
and that the Rev. Ken McKenzie has resigned as Executive of Savannah Presbytery, but will continue to serve as Synod 
Disaster Response Coordinator.  Rev. Parsons informed the Synod that there are currently three cases in the hands of the 
Synod’s Permanent Judicial Commission.   He also reported that the campus ministry facility at the University of Florida 
has been closed, the campus minister has been dismissed with a severance package, the building has been secured, and the 
local pastors are picking up responsibilities for ministry to students.  Options are being developed with regard to the 
disposition of the large campus ministry facility the synod owns. 
 
 
The Synod welcomed Dr. James Harper and Mr. Robert Hay who serve on the General Assembly Commission on Middle 
Governing Bodies.  They are gathering information on the relationships and organization of middle governing bodies to 
share with the Assembly.  The Synod had a discussion of what  works well and what does not work well in middle 
governing bodies, as well as what we want to change and what we want to preserve from our present configurations.  
 
The Rev. Ken McKenzie reported that there have been no natural, manmade, technological, or environmental disasters in 
the synod that have called for a response since the last synod meeting. 
 
The Synod Treasurer, Mr. Mike Davis, reported that Presbyteries remitted 104% of the per capita apportionments and 94% 
of their Mission commitments in 2010.  Synod reserve funds increased by $14,436, and investment accounts for new 
church development increased by $53,000. 
 
Mardee Rightmyer, Director, reported that the Synod’s Regional Resource Center has been relocated to Columbia 
Presbyterian Church, 711 S. Columbia Drive, Decatur, GA.  The catalog is being transferred to a new server and will be 
available on-line by early April. 
 
The Moderator recessed the plenary session at 4:55 p.m. with prayer and instructed the Commissioners to meet with their 
assigned committees.  Following the committee meetings, the commissioners met in the Chapel at 5:15 for a presentation 
by the Trinity Children’s Choir with Scott Morris.  The Commissioners were then treated to a delicious meal, prepared and 
served by Trinity Presbyterian Church’s staff and volunteers.  After supper and a time of fellowship, the Synod was 
recessed for the evening. 
 
The meeting was reconvened and called to order at 8:50 a.m., Friday, March 4, 2011,  by Moderator Gerden Clark who led 
the opening prayer.  Dr. Paul Roberts, President/Dean of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary, provided a devotional 
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and gave an update on the seminary.  He reported the need for increased support as well as the need to recruit more 
students.   
 
The New Church Development Committee reported the approval of a grant request for the Downtown Presbyterian NCD 
in Columbia, SC, and amended the funding cycle for the Hebron Korean NCD in St. Augustine Presbytery. 
 
The Finance and Audit Review Committee reported that it is working issues related to funding the New Executive 
Mentoring Program, the budgeting for the small church conference, and the funding cycle for new church developments. 
 
It was reported that the Synod offices have been downsized, but they remain at First Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville, 
FL.  Overhead costs have been reduced significantly. 
 
The Committee on Institutional Relations presented for approval a new covenant with Eckerd College; received a report 
from Agnes Scott College; and recommended approval of new trustees for Thornwell Home for Children.   
 
It was reported that the Theological Scholarships Committee awarded seven scholarships to seminary students from our 
presbyteries.   
 
The Synod’s Racial Ethnic Ministry Consultants presented reports on the ways they offer leadership development, officer 
training, PNC support, fellowship, and inspiration to the congregations of Synod.  Reports were given by the Rev. Dr. Joe 
W. Rigsby, African American Consultant; the Rev. Elias Collado, Hispanic-American Consultant; and the Rev. Sam 
Young Kim, Korean-American Consultant.  
 
Mrs. Mary Bell Streetman reported on the work of the Presbyterian Women of the Synod, highlighting the PW Birthday 
Offering that will be used to build a dormitory for a teachers’ college in Sudan, and reminding synod that the PW 
Churchwide Gathering will be held in Orlando, FL, July 18 – 22, 2012 
 
The Rev. Reg Parsons, Synod Executive and Stated Clerk since June, 2002, announced his intention to retire December 31, 
2011.  The Executive Committee and Nominations Committee will work on issues related to an interim executive, a job 
description for a new Synod Executive/Stated Clerk, and a search process, and will report to the Synod in October..    
 
It was announced that the next meeting will be October 6 – 7, 2011, at the Synod’s Office in Jacksonville, FL.  There 
being no further business, the Moderator adjourned the meeting and the Rev. Ford G’Segner gave the closing prayer. 
 
Elder Gerden Clark called the meeting of the Synod of South Atlantic, Inc. to order and offered the opening prayer.  The 
Rev. Reg Parsons stated that once the University of Florida campus ministry facility has been examined and the issues 
concerning it clarified or resolved, the trustees will receive notification of any recommendation regarding action that needs 
to be taken by the corporation.  There were no additional matters to come before the meeting of the corporation.  Rev. 
Parsons adjourned the meeting with prayer. 
 
Complete minutes of the 22nd Stated Meeting of  the Synod of South Atlantic and Synod of South Atlantic, Inc. are 
available at the offices of Flint River Presbytery. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rev. Ben Laughlin and Ralph Walker 
Minister and Elder Commissioners Cherokee Presbytery 
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* Cherokee Retreat Center Expenses include Property, Liability & Workman’s Compensation insurance totaling 
$15,738 
** Office Supplies, Utilities & Other Expenses include Property, Liability & Workman’s Compensation Insurance 
totaling $3,303 
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       Attachment H 
Cherokee Presbytery Profit and Loss Statement, April 30,. 2011 

 

   Profit and Loss Statement Jan - Apr 11 

 Ordinary Income/Expense  

  Income  

   44009 · Budgeted Receipts 111,037.28 

   47000 · CRC Income 92,441.64 

   48000 · Berry College Ministry Income 6,150.93 

   49000 · KSU Ministry Income 5,661.27 

  Total Income 215,291.12 

  Expense  

   51304 · Office Renovation Loan 8,077.48 

   51216 · Pby Office Operating Expense 11,511.85 

   52201 · Desig/ Cap/ Debt 9,470.55 

   49300 · KSU Operation Expense 5,661.27 

   48300 · Berry Campus Operation Expense 6,150.93 

   51000 · Salaries & Benefits 58,144.67 

   51318 · New Church Development-Tri Pres 2,500.00 

   51600 · Spiritual Development Team 202.76 

   54105 · Committee on Ministry 932.93 

   54505 · Committee on Prep for Ministry 300.00 

   55199 · Campus Ministry Commission 2,650.93 

   55109 · Mission Team 1,050.00 

   56500 · Cherokee Retreat Center 50,000.00 

   57000 · CRC Expense 86,006.09 

   60001 · Payroll Expenses -2,311.60 
  Total Expense  240,347.86 
 Net Ordinary Income  -25,056.74 
Net Income  -25,056.74 

 
Cherokee Presbytery Balance Sheet, April 30, 2011 

 

   Balance Sheet Apr 30, 11 

ASSETS   

 Current Assets  

  Checking/Savings 405,721.52 

  Other Current Assets 3,946.50 

 Total Current Assets 409,668.02 

 Fixed Assets 4,592,915.25 

 Other Assets 301,222.41 

TOTAL ASSETS 5,303,805.68 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

 Liabilities  

  Current Liabilities  

   Other Current Liabilities -959.02 

  Total Current Liabilities -959.02 
  Long Term Liabilities 566,992.99 

 Total Liabilities 566,033.97 

 Equity  4,737,771.71 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 5,303,805.68 
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Attachment H 

2011 Unified and Per Capita Pledges Received/Paid 
 

Church Unified Pledged Per Capita 
Pledged 

Unified 
Received 

Per Capita 
Received 

Acworth   100.00 689.15 
Beersheba 4,200.00    
Bethany 9,000.00 5523.00 3,000.00 1,840.25 
Brazilian Christian     
Calhoun 8,820.00               3,675.00 674.95 
Calvary 8,862.00 519.10 3,692.50 216.30 
Cartersville First 40,000.00 5,647.45 6,666.64 1,294.30 
Cedartown   1,666.68 316.24 
Chickamauga 660.00 393.80 660.00 393.80 
Christ Fellowship     
Cloudland    384.85 
Cohutta     
Covenant 12,000.00 2,058.50 4,000.00 686.16 
Dalton First 54,000.00  27,000.00  
Deer Creek Shores 3,000.00 1,002.40 750.00 251.00 
Eastminster 30,000.00 5,146.25 10,000.00 1,715.40 
Euharlee     
Faith Canton 6,400.00 465.40 1,600.00 116.35 
Faith North Georgia 1,100.00 492.25 550.00 492.25 
Grace   2,476.20  
Heritage   5,000.04 4,394.60 
John Knox   625.00 364.71 
Kirkwood 7,200.00 1,238.40 2400.00 410.15 
LaFayette 3,000.00 300.00   
Macland 4,500.00   1,919.76 
Marietta First 110,000.00 15,000.00 36,666.67 3,750.00 
Mars Hill 3,000.00 4,385.50 1,000.00 1,461.82 
Menlo 1,000.00 116.35   
Morton Memorial    268.50 
New Lebanon 10,000.00  3,332.00  
Parkway 2,000.00  500.00 500.00 
Providence 2,000.00   577.00 
Ray-Thomas Memorial     
Rockmart 7,200.00 751.80 1,800.00 187.95 
Silver Creek 1,200.00 425.00 400.00 141.68 
Sixes 1,000.00    
Southminster 3,300.00 984.54 1,375.00 328.18 
Summerville 2700.00  900.00  
Trinity 500.00 384.85  384.85 
Westminster 5,000.00 2,864.00 2,088.00 1,188.50 
Woodlawn 600.00 626.50 200.00 208.84 
Woodstock 3,600.00 456.45  456.45 
Miscellaneous Receipts   1,632.00  
Totals  5/9/2011 345,842.00 48,781.54 123,755.73 25,613.99 
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 Attachment H 
Cherokee Presbytery Loan Worksheet 
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Acworth 200,716 181,681 7/19/06   NW 6.75 1582    x 3/10 
Beersheba No Loans             
Bethany 

10244706 
300,000 272,420 3/18/08 3/25/28  PCUSA 5.25 2022 x   x 3/11 

Bethany 
33021909 

197,000 4,183 10/17/89 12/28/11  PCUSA 6.25 2212  X 
pass 
thru 

  3/11 

Brazilian 
Christian 

?             

Calhoun 
1026807 

920,000 898,680 1/16/08 5/1/30 5/1/12 PCUSA 5.52 6339 x   x 3/11 

Calvary 
10223603 

150,000 Paid in 
Full 

12/15/92 1/25/13  PCUSA 6.00 1125 x   x 12/10 

Cartersville 414,000 414,000 Int. Only   ? 4.00     x 12/10 
Cedartown No Loans            12/10 
Chickamauga No Loans            12/10 
Christ 
Fellowship 

No Loans            12/10 

Cloudland No Loans            12/10 
Cohutta No Loans            12/10 
Covenant No Loans            12/10 
Dalton No Loans            12/10 
Deer Creek ?             
Eastminster  1,330,995? 1,330,995        6.75          12/10 
Euharlee   No Loans                     12/10 
Faith N. GA  No Loans              12/10 
Faith Canton No Loans             12/10  
Grace       
5036129809 

35,000 Pd in Full 6/4/09 6/4/11  United 
Com. 

5.00 60 x   x 9/10 

 Grace 
     1022405 

 400,000 333,533 2/3/06 3/1/26  PILP 6.00 2870   x  3/11 

Heritage #1 1,414,386 1,387,252 8/20/04 6/22/12  Atlanta 
Business 

7.60 10,938    x 12/10 

Heritage #2 669,635 656,789 6/30/04 6/22/12  Atlanta 
Business 

7.60 5179    x 12/10 

John Knox ? 117,000 117,000     5.9      12/10 
Kirkwood 43,374 25,000 7/2/08 6/15/11 

Balloon 
 BB&T 4.75 1043    x 12/10 

LaFayette ?             
Macland 

11169006 
78,500 20,297 5/25/93 4/28/13  PCUSA 6.25 881  x   3/11 

Macland 2,200,000 2,000,000 3/2/05   Wachovia 5.5 15,687    x 12/10 
Marietta No Loans             
Mars Hill ?             
Menlo ?             
Morton Mem. No Loans             
New Lebanon No Loans             
Pby. Office 
Renovation 

712302 

98,401 20,879 3/27/07 3/27/12  Bartow 
Co. 

8.25 2019  x   4/11 

Parkway 2,452.295 2,342,744 7/1/08 7/1/13  Signature 6.5 16,705    x 12/10 
Parkway 

33039300 
400,000 Paid in 

Full 
12/12/97 12/24/17  PCUSA 6.00 3375   x  2/11 

Providence 
5080201638 

200,000 
92 Property 

153,996 12/22/09 1/5/2011  United 
Comm. 

6.51 2065  X 
Prin 

X 
Int. 

 10/10 

Providence 
    400246900 

1,375,000 
Building 

823,735 12/19/05 10/19/12  Affinity 6.00 5944     
X 
 

12/10 
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Ray-Thomas 
33042206 

350,000 211,343 12/6/99 12/25/19  PCUSA 5.00 2557 x   Paid 
by 

Bethany 

3/11 

Ray-Thomas 
1004298 

425,000 243,907 1/15/99 2/1/19  PCUSA 5.75 3176 x   Paid 
by 

Bethany 

3/11 

Rockmart No Loans             
Silver Creek No Loans             
Sixes 

1021505 
800,000 688,204 9/30/05 2/1/30  PCUSA 4.88 4662 x   x 3/11 

Southminster 
1011701 

1,024,000 632,656 2/4/02 10/1/23  PCUSA 5.42 5815 x   x 3/11 

Summerville No Loans             
Trinity No Loans             
Westminster 1,577,422 1,463,353 5/1/2009 1/25/ 

2033 
1/25/ 
2013 

Sun Trust 5.00 9765    X 3/11 

Woodlawn No Loans             
Woodstock 

6093804 
300,000 147,033 3/6/96 3/25/21  PCUSA 4.75 1550 x   x 3/11 

 
              
Totals 17,472,724 14,369,700            
 
(updated 5/4/2011) 
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Attachment I 
2011 CRC Board of Directors Meeting 

2/15/2011 
 

 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, March 15, 2001 7:OO pm 
 
Roll Call: 
Present:  Corrin Baines, Mary Gilreath, Jon Hayes, Nate Marini, Jean Howington and Kelly Howington 
 
 
Jon made a motion to replace the heating/cooling units in Nesbit Cottage at the cost of $3,200. 
Mary seconded the motion and all approved.  In regards to the payment of the replacement of the units, Jon Hayes, made a 
motion to use the capital funds in 67002 to pay for this project.  The motion was seconded by Mary and carried unanimously.   
 
Margaret, the camp nurse, has recommended having 3 AEDs on camp property.  Kelly may have a donor to cover the cost of 1.  
Margaret asked that we put in a new budget line of $1,400 to eventually pay for 3 AEDs.  Kelly will buy 1 with building and 
grounds funds for the use during the summer.  Corrin will place an ad with Betty in the Cherokee Chat about asking for an 
AED and a gator like vehicle.  Mary has a friend that may have some useful info in about attaining an AED. 
 
Corrin will contact the Metro YMCA about Camp Sandman. 
 
Jean has scheduled archery training and canoe training for the summer staff.  She is looking for someone for the Eco Steward 
Internship, June – August.  Katie Holmes will give CRC $1,000 stipend for the intern. 
 
Hands of Christ After School Program at FPC Cartersville is in need of funding assistance with sending their kids to camp.  
Jean has contacted the Cartersville Service League to ask for assistance and will contact the Brazilian groups to see if they 
would like to help in any way. 
 
Jon will research having an RV portion of camp. 
 
The March meeting will be a brainstorming meeting.   
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Attachment J 

Cherokee Retreat Center Board of Directors Meeting 
March 15, 2011 

 
NEXT MEETING: April 19, 2011, 7pm 
Roll Call: 
In attendance: Jon Hayes, Heather Perrin, Kelly Howington (ex-officio),Corrin Baines, Mark Thompson,  Nate Marini, 

Mary Gilreath, John Zavitz, Frank Byrd, Jean Howington(a quorum was present) 
Guest:    Rebecca Blackwell 
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Nate Marini called the meeting to order at approximately 7:10pm.   
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Minutes respectfully submitted by Heather Perrin. 
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Attachment K 

Forging ahead: Walton Award church overcomes death of pastor, continues to thrive 

LOUISVILLE:    April 26, 2011 

The charter congregation of Grace Presbyterian Church in Dawsonville, 
GA, on Nov. 21, 2010, the day it was constituted. —Photo courtesy of 
Grace Presbyterian Church. 

Presbyterian News Service 

by Bethany Furkin 

In the five and a half years since it first organized, Grace Presbyterian Church in Dawsonville, Ga., has been 
through some big changes. 

The church’s recent receipt of a $50,000 Walton Award grant is only the latest chapter in a story that includes the 
death of the organizing pastor, the founding of a free health clinic and the formation of the first Presbyterian church 
in the county. 

The Walton Award — endowed for $3 million in 1991 by the late Sam and Helen Walton and given to five 
congregations this year — is an annual award for new church developments that further Presbyterian mission in 
their communities. 

As the first Presbyterian church in Dawson County, Ga., Grace fits the bill, said Elder Carol Watkins, clerk of 
session. 

“We’re thrilled,” she said. “Everyone was just like, ‘Hallelujah, praise the Lord!’” 

When Grace was first organizing in 2005, several community members were unfamiliar with the Presbyterian 
Church, even wondering if it was a Christian denomination, Watkins said. But since then, Grace’s membership has 
grown to 126 people, including those from other or no church backgrounds and those who have been hurt by past 
church experiences. 

The absence of a Presbyterian church in the area provided Grace with the challenge and opportunity to educate 
residents about the faith, said the Rev. Sara Hayden, director of the Tri-Presbytery New Church Development 
Commission, which has helped develop more than 30 new churches in Georgia. In Dawson County, Grace was able 
to show residents the interaction between faith and how a church lives into community. 

“It’s a faith in response to the needs of the world,” Hayden said. 

Watkins credited much of Grace’s presence in the community to its late organizing pastor, the Rev. Mark P. 
Weaver. Weaver died of a stroke in May 2010, just six months before Grace was chartered. 

Now led by a transitional pastor, the Rev. Dana Hughes, Grace is looking for a full-time pastor while operating two 
large ministries: a soup kitchen and a free health clinic that serve the unemployed and working poor in Dawson 
County. 

The health clinic — the first of its kind in the county — was recently incorporated as a 501 (c) (3) organization 
called the Good Shepherd Clinic of Dawson County. Staffed by one doctor and several nurses, the clinic has served 
about 200 uninsured patients. A gynecologist comes once a month, and the clinic hopes to add a dentist soon. 
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“(The community) loves us,” Watkins said. “We started some things they had never even thought of.” 

Grace was also the first church in the county to serve a free Thanksgiving dinner for the poor. Other churches 
joined in, and the meal was eventually taken over by a charity that now serves 300 people at the annual dinner. 

That kind of partnership with other local churches is also credited to Weaver, who got out the word about Grace all 
over the community, Watkins said. He formed an alliance of Dawson County churches, many of whom had never 
worked together before. The alliance now partners with job programs and local charities. 

In addition to a presence in the community, Weaver helped Grace build its own identity as a church family. He 
asked the congregation for feedback at every step of the way, even asking whether members would prefer to say 
“trespasses” or “debts” during the Lord’s Prayer. 

“He was all about training us to become a real Presbyterian church when we constituted,” Watkins said. 

Grace formed a steering team, which operated on the same ground rules as a session. People became excited about 
buying in and offering opinions about what they wanted Grace to be, developing a vision statement and a list of 
core values: 

·  Participate in Kingdom service 
·  Build on a heritage 
·  Embrace Christian growth 
·  Express faith creatively 
·  Foster open communication 
·  Welcome all people as they are 

The congregation ends every service by singing the refrain of “Bind Us Together”: 

Bind us together, Lord, Bind us together 
With cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together, Lord, 
Bind us together, 
Bind us together with love. 

Grace was organized by the Tri-Presbytery New Church Development Commission, made up of Cherokee, Greater 
Atlanta and Northeast Georgia presbyteries. It bought and moved into an old church building in 2005. After hosting 
Bible studies with other Presbyterians and cleaning up the building, the commission hired Weaver as organizing 
pastor in September 2005. 

Part of the money from the Walton Award will go to pay down the mortgage, Watkins said. The church is also 
getting estimates for other capital improvements, including energy-saving projects. 

“(The Walton Award) feels like a confirmation of the collaboration we’ve been a part of,” Hayden said. “I feel like 
God has blessed the energy we’ve put behind working together and I think that’s a testimony to our connectional 
church.” 

Weaver’s death caused much trauma for the congregation, but Watkins said there was never a question that Grace 
would forge on. In 2009, Weaver had applied for a Walton Award, but Grace was turned down. He had intended to 
apply again, and so after his death, Grace did so. 

“We were committed to seeing it through and we have — and we’re continuing to do so,” Watkins said. 
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Attachment L 
 
����� ����������	
����		�
��
�������
�����	�� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������� !������������"  

Dear friends; 
  
As you read the Handbook for the May stated meeting of Presbytery, you will notice that the Committee on Ministry is 
proposing the formation of an Administrative Commission for Sixes Presbyterian Church.  Because this is a very unusual step, 
the Committee on Ministry asked that we (the COM chair and the Presbytery’s stated clerk) provide you with this letter to help 
you understand why we feel this is a needed step if at this time.   
  
First some background:  As you may know, the Sixes congregation was a New Church Development Project of our Tri-
Presbytery commission.  The first gathering was in 2002 in the growing area of Cherokee County.  Within two years, the 
congregation was chartered as an official congregation of the PC(USA).  Subsequent to that day, the congregation has been 
rocked by a number of events that now threaten their strength and possibly their future.  These events include the sudden 
departure of their organizing pastor, a sizable embezzlement by their treasurer office manager (now in prison), an 
extraordinarily costly first unit, the launch of a multi-cultural ministry, and not inconsiderable conflict and levels of distrust 
have begun to appear.   
  
None of these things are terrible on their own, but with each event, the congregation has lost members, and consequently the 
already-strained finances are stretched nearly to the breaking point.  The session has also lost many members, and it is hard for 
them to focus on much of anything but survival and financial issues. The congregation has a loan of over $688,000 which is co-
signed by the Presbytery and requires a monthly payment of over $4600…. all this before paying their pastor and providing for 
ministry and mission.   
  
Over the past several months, the session at Sixes has worked with the Presbytery’s Ministry Support Team and the Committee 
on Ministry in an attempt to deal with these issues, but it is the consensus of the Committee on Ministry that the time has come 
for the Presbytery to conduct an extensive review of the situation and to determine how we might move forward in the 
healthiest way for all involved.  To that end, we are asking that the Presbytery authorize an Administrative Commission to 
investigate the situation and to report back to the Presbytery at the July 2011 meeting.  We have taken the additional step of 
asking that the commission be given original jurisdiction (to replace the session) so that there will be no question of access to 
financial and legal information.   
  
It is our sincere hope that this Administrative Commission will be able to identify the best way forward in this situation so that 
the cause of Christ may be strengthened.   
  
Warmly in Christ; 
  
Rev. David Grove, COM moderator 
Rev. Rebecca M. Blackwell, Stated Clerk 
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Attachment N 
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